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Welcome to Community Church! 
 

Welcome to Community! Whether you’re visiting us for the first time, or you consider this your church home, 
we’re glad you’re here today! Relax! You’re our guest, so make 
yourself at home!  Our desire is to make this service as inviting 
and accessible as possible. We really mean it when we say no 
church experience necessary. As you silence your cell phone, 
take a moment to check in on Facebook to let your friends 
know what’s important in your life. 
 

Here are a few things that will help you settle in to our worship service . . . 
As our guest, don’t feel obligated to give us any money. You’re our guest, so sit back and relax. We expect 
those who have committed to this church as members to financially support the ongoing ministries of this 
church. Your presence with us is gift enough, but if God touches your heart, then we’d welcome your gift – and 
even provide you with a statement of giving and narrative on how your gift will be used. 
What should I do with my kids? Trust our dedicated paid servants in our Nursery to take care of your children 
for infants and children through age 3. We pair a paid and unpaid servant every week to ensure your children are 
well cared for – at BOTH services.  The fully equipped nursery is located below the sanctuary.  Ask one of our 
friendly ushers for directions.  
Partway through the service, after children (ages 4 to 8) have had an opportunity to 
worship with their parents, we offer a brief lesson, then send them off to 
Children’s Sunday School.  Again, dedicated teachers will provide your child with 
engaging, age-appropriate activities, centering on God.  Our teachers will escort kids 
to our Multi-purpose Building next door where you can safely sign them out from 
their classrooms after the service.  We also have activity bags if you feel more 
comfortable keeping your children with you.  Ask an usher. 

Please fill out one of our NEW Connect Cards – one per family – entering any 
new info that you’d like to share.  Connect Cards are located in the card holders 
in every pew.  No one is going to pester you, we promise.  We just want to keep 
an accurate record of who attends our services and helps us help you in your 

spiritual journey.  We ask every family unit who attends (including our members) 
to sign-in and place them in the offering basket during our offering time.  

Different worship styles for different personalities. Our 9:00 worship is contemporary, casual and 
comfortable.  Traditional worship at 10:45 is also welcoming with hymns and liturgy.  The first Sunday of each 
month, we share Communion at both services. 
What about communion? We celebrate communion or “the Lord’s Supper” to remember what Jesus did for us 
on the cross. We open our table to all people and refuse no one the opportunity to commune with God. It’s your 
choice. If you feel comfortable and have a hunger in your soul for more of Jesus Christ’s presence, then please 
join us, but please don’t feel pressured to do so. 
How can I learn more? 

 Hang around and socialize with us after the service – Coffee Fellowship is in our  
   multi-purpose building between services. 
 Check out our website at www.cumc.net or Facebook us (see link on the bulletin cover) or 
join us on The City – www.cumc.onthecity.org 
 Consider visiting one of our adult Sunday growth opportunities at 9:00 
or 10:45. (children’s Sunday School for all ages as well). Note: Classes 
are not held June 18th to September 10th. 
 *NEW* Pizza with the Pastor – usually the second Sunday of the 
month at Squisitos.  Sign and address the Connect Card for your 
invitation.  

 

http://www.cumc.net/
http://www.cumc.onthecity.org/


9:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 

Where’s the order of service at 9:00?  Our 9:00 service is pretty simple, so just follow along on the screen.  We’ll sing, spend some 
quality time with our children, then sing and hear a message.  On First Sundays, we celebrate communion.  We offer an open table, so the 

only thing we ask before partaking is that you hunger for more of Jesus Christ in your life. (Parents may choose whether to allow their 
children to participate in communion.)  Finally, an offering is collected at the close of the service.  We expect regular attenders and 

members to support the on-going ministries of the church by regularly giving a percentage of their income.  As our guests, don’t feel 
obligated to give, but if you do, we would be more than glad to share how your gift will be used to build the Kingdom.  

 

Today’s Message at 9:00 – FROSTY HOSPITALITY with texts – Romans 12:9-16 and Luke 19:1-10 
 

10:45 am Traditional Worship 
 

Gathering in Community 
 

Prelude              “Morningstar” by Copeland/Schrader          the Chancel Choir 
 

Welcome and Joys 
 

Children’s Moment – Advent Candle Lighting             Bouvier family (9:00 and 10:45) 
 
*Passing the Peace          “Light of Jesus”           to the tune of “Frere Jacques” 
 

Light of Jesus (echo – light of Jesus)  
Show the way (show the way)  

Shine in us forever (shine in us forever);  
This we pray (this we pray) 

 

* Call to Worship                            Luke 1:78-79 
 

One: By the tender mercy of our God, 
     Many:  the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
One:  to give light to those who sit in darkness 
      Many:  and in the shadow of death, 

ALL:  TO GUIDE OUR FEET INTO THE WAY OF PEACE! 
 

*Centering Prayer 
In this season of expectation, we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 

Into the bustle of our lives and the hard to find moments of solitude,  
we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah.  

Into our homes and situations, along with friends and families  
we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 

Into our hearts, and those often hidden parts of our lives  
we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 

For beneath the surface of your story is an inescapable fact: 
You entered this world as vulnerable as any one of us in order to nail that vulnerability to the cross –  

our fears, our insecurities and our sins — all that can separate us from God — 
exchanged by your Grace for Love.   

We cannot comprehend the reasoning, only marvel that Salvation comes to us  
through a baby born in a stable, and reaches out to a world in need. 

In this season of anticipation, we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. Amen. 
 



*Hymn of Praise            “What Child Is This?”           UMH 218 
 

Ministry Opportunities 
 

Our Cantata - Emmanuel, God with Us 
 

Bidding Prayer 

Lesson I ~ Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Lesson II ~ Isaiah 40:1-5 
“Prepare the Way of the Lord” 

Lesson III ~ Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
“Emmanuel, God with Us” 

Lesson IV ~ Matthew 1:18-21, Luke 1:35-381a 
Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song) 

Lesson V ~ 2:1, 3-7 
Mary, Did You Know? 

Lesson VI ~ Luke 2:8-14 
“Christmastime” 

Lesson VII ~ Luke 2:15-20 
“No Eye Had Seen” 

O Come, let us adore Him, O Come let us adore Him 
O Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

For He alone is worthy, for He alone is worthy, 
For He alone is worthy, Christ the Lord. 

Lesson VIII ~ Matthew 2:1-11 
“One Small Child” 

Lesson IX ~ John 1:1-5, 14 
“O Holy Child of Bethlehem” 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray. 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell, 
O come to us, abide in us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

Silent Night, Holy Night, All is Calm. All is Bright 
Round yon Virgin, mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent Night, Holy Night, Son of God, loves pure light. 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 

“For The Beauty of the Earth” - John Rutter 



Responding in Faith 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Giving Our Selves and Gifts to God  

Offertory                   “I Wonder as I Wander”             John Rutter 
 

*Presentation of the Offering        “Give Thanks”           FWS 2036 
 

Give thanks, with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because he’s given 
Jesus Christ his Son. 

And now, let the weak say, “I am strong; 
let the poor say, “I am rich  

because of what the Lord has done for us. 
Give Thanks! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

(Please fill out a Connect Card in the pew rack and place in the offering basket as it’s passed.) 
 

Sending Forth with Grace and Truth 
  
* Benediction and Response         “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”        UMH 206 

I want to walk as a child of the light 
I want to follow Jesus, 

God set the stars to give light to the world 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

* Postlude                          John Park 
 

 
* Please stand as you are able. 
 

(Please visit our 2017 flower chart in the foyer if you would like to honor a loved one by sharing flowers on the altar 
A donation of $35.00 is appreciated, or you may provide your own arrangement.) 

 
Serving in Worship – December 17, 2017 

Lay Leader – Vicki Duane 
Lay Member to Annual Conference – Bryan Deehring 

Church Council Chair – Dave Lanzer 
Liturgist/Lector (10:45) – Barb Julian 

Altar Guild – Sara Turner and Nancy Kripner 
 Greeters (9:00) –Dana and Cooper Buckwalter (10:45) –Barbara Julian 

Ushers (9:00) ~ Alan Faith Hicks and Teri Gregory 
(10:45) – Fran Canetti, Tracy Weber, Robert and Millie Jaeger, and Don Larson 

Counters –Mary Beth Holly, Tammy Counts, and Audrey Kerge 
Coffee Fellowship – UM Women 

 

 
Our Prayers 



 
Prayer concerns can be shared by placing a blue note in the prayer vase or in the offering basket, or on the Prayer Vine via the City. 

Please advise the office if you wish your request to remain on the list for longer than a month. 
 

Remember Masamba, Mike and Lynn Beyer, Lynn Bogovich, Maria Stafford, Kevin Casey, Adam Rodriquez, Tom 
Munns, Reed Blalock, Ronnie Chambers, Kathy Kaiser, Bert Kelly, Daniel Riebow, Cleo Nyamu Sara, Margaret 

Phillips, Vaughn and Mary Lehman (parents of LuAnn Dodson), Fred Bronaugh, Robert Bing  
Christina “Cricket Martinson, Andy Casazza, Elanor Niebel, Wattay Family, Lauren Bing, Dereth Plummer,  

Lori Duggan, Clark Griffith, Mike Chisari and Pauline Ruffin (son- and in-law and mother of Sandra Flowers),  
 

Prayer List for Long-Term/Chronic Illnesses and Nursing Home residents 

Daryl Brown Norma Wiberg Lois Amos 
Blake Bing George Bogovich Catherine Nester 
Joe Griffith, Clark’s brother Sally Yost Vicki Owen 
Nicole Owens Harriet Buckley Roger McCrady (Brian’s father) 
Lura Sellers Mikey Beyer Ellen Hainsworth 
Linda Blanton Ron Shurer Robert Sweeney 
Olga Zinn (Lynn Bogovich’s 
aunt) 

  

 
Connecting and Growing Opportunities 

 
The fastest way to connect with Community is to join The City.  The City is an online community hub 
for sharing prayer requests and needs, posting events and sharing ideas.  It’s a social media platform 
designed for church but in a private and secure setting on the web.  By joining Community on The 
City you can interact with other church members throughout the week – join groups, send messages 
to anyone, be in the know about prayer requests, get invited to activities and so much more.  You can 
decide to get lots of notifications (via email) or none – or a wonderful daily digest.  If you want to be 

actively involved in our church then The City is a must. Join us and learn more – www.cumc.onthecity.org   
 
During the holiday season, are you longing for some peace and quiet?  Do stress, health concerns, grief and loss 
impact your life and that of people you care about?  A Service of Hope and Healing is a quiet, contemplative 
worship service that makes time for remembering, for sharing our pain with God and receiving God’s hope and 
healing love. Please join us for a time of contemplative and reflective worship and holy communion.  The service is 
TODAY at 3:00 pm at Trinity United Methodist Church, at 952 Patuxent Road, Odenton. 
 
Interested in growing deeper in your faith?  The FISH life group will be starting a 5 week study on the Bible beginning 
Saturday Jan 6th at 4:30, followed by a dinner.  Check out the book (Half Truths by Adam Hamiliton) and sign up 
during fellowship hour on Sunday Dec 17th.  We will continue with other topics throughout the year meeting at the 
church every other Saturday for a time of study & prayer, followed by a dinner, childcare is provided.   All are 
welcome.  For questions or more information, please contact Michelle Scofield mLscofield@hotmail..com or  
207-710-0434 
 
Our Formation Series on Paul's Letters continues.  Looking for a place to meet other members of Community and 
study God's Word together? Join us Sunday mornings as we discuss Paul's Letter to the Philippians and reflect on 
the joy in suffering, serving, believing, and giving. The study is led by Mike Gorman (MGorman@stmarys.edu) at 9:00 
and by Joy McCrady (joymccrady@gmail.com) at 10:45 in the CUMC library. Contact the facilitators if you are interested. 
Here’s what’s planned . . .  

 
• Letter to the Philippians: December 10 - February 4, 2018 
• Study for Lent – “Life in the Christ Lane” (1 Peter): February 11 - March 25, 2018 
• Letter to the Colossians: April 8 - May 13, 2018 

http://www.cumc.onthecity.org/
mailto:mLscofield@hotmail..com
mailto:MGorman@stmarys.edu
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Our Staff Parish Relations Team is highlighting each of our paid servants every two weeks – sharing their faith 
stories, the CUMC mission and ministries they support and their future goals for our church.   We hope you will enjoy 
reading about and getting to know the people who are instrumental in planning and implementing our church’s vision 
and mission.  Introduce yourself and encourage those who help to make our church go and grow. 
 
Mark your calendar for a Community Music Recital on January 13, 2018, at 3:00 pm.  We’ll be featuring 
symphonies, Rachmaninoff’s 3rd piano concerto, The Holy City, Broadway musical and songs from Gershwin. 
 

Make a Difference! 
As an Expression of Thanksgiving to our paid servants, the Staff Parish Relations Team will be accepting 
donations through today.  Should you feel called to contribute, please indicate “staff gifts” in the memo section of your 
check and drop in the offering basket.  If you wish, you may also designate a specific staff member.  Cash 
contributions are gladly accepted; please mark accordingly. 
 

The Elnora Circle of the United Methodist Women is collecting money to sponsor a family this Christmas. We 
have a Penny Jar at the Welcome Desk which will gladly accept your coins or dollar bills! Thank you. 
  
Our Baby Pantry is in need of socks for toddlers in sizes 2T, 4T, and 6T.  If you would like to donate, please 
drop-off the socks at the office.  There is always an ongoing need for size 5 and 6 diapers, unscented baby 
wipes, Similac Advance formula (blue label).  The baby pantry is open on Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays 
from 9-1 pm.  Thank you! 
 
Food Pantry item of the month — soup. 
 
CUMC”s annual winter coat drive continues through January 7, 2018.  Please place your clean gently used coats 
in the red-ribboned bin in the foyer.  Our coat drive is part of the Crofton Christian Caring Council.  Last year, we 
collected over 75 coats!. Thanks for remembering those in need again this year! 
 
Donations are welcome for Poinsettias and Christmas Greens but space is limited, so order soon!  Donations 
may be made in honor of, in memory of, or to the Glory of God.  TODAY is the final date for ordering.  Order online by 
clicking http://www.cumc.net/#/christmas-2017/order-your-poinsettias.   To donate online, fill out the form, and then 
login to your online giving management page and fill it out for the amount you selected and note “Christmas Greens” 
on the special appeal description line – http://www.cumc.net//#/give  

Giving envelopes for 2018  are now available in the narthex before and after each service. Envelope 
numbers are staying the same in 2018 with only one exception. Please sign the registrtation sheet as you take your 
envelopes.  Unassigned envelope booklets are available if you would like to use them in 2018.  Please clearly print 
your name on the sheet. (It also helps to write your name on the first few envelopes of the New Year.) 

Third quarter giving statements are available at the welcome desk. 

We passed a milestone recently as we paid off the mortgage. In light of this, VANCO users should contact Mike 
Brewer via the church office (or cataloochi1951@vahoo.com or 410-7213857) to decide how you want your 
VANCO contributions to be re-allocated. 
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Week-at-a-Glance (December 17th to 25th) 

 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 
 9:00a   Adult Sunday School  with EK James 
 9:00a   Adult Formation with Mike Gorman 
 9:00a   Children’s Sunday School 
 9:00a   Contemporary Worship 
10:15a  Coffee Fellowship 
10:45a  Adult Formation with Joy McGrady 
10:45a  Children’s Sunday School 
10:45a  The Gathering - AM 
10:45a  Traditional Worship with Cantata  
  3:00p  Service of Hope & Healing at  
             Trinity United Methodist Church 
  3:00p  Boy Scout Troop 115 
  6:00p  The Gathering – Christmas Party 
 
Monday, December 18, 2017 
  6:15a   Hand Bell rehearsal 
  6:30 p  Girl Scout Troop 2276 
  6:45p   Girl Scout Troop 4194 
  7:00p   Boy Scout Troop 115 
  7:15p   Cancer Support group 
 
Tuesday, December 19, 2017 
  9:30a    Stitchers 
11:00a    Staff meeting 
  6:00p    Worship Orchestra rehearsal 
  6:30p    Boy Scout Troop 115 
  6:45p   Girl Scout Troop 4194 
  7:00p    CDA meeting 
  7:00 p   Lay-Leadership Development Team 

   @ the  Clements 
 
 Wednesday, December 20, 2017   
  9:15a   Mom’s life group 
  9:30a   CDC Chapell 
  6:00p   Praise band rehearsal 
  6:00p   Girl Scout Troop 787 
  6:30p   Youth Gathering @ Panera 
  6:45p   Girl Scout Troop 1591 
 

 
Thursday, December 21. 2017  
   6:30p  Sassafrass life group 
   6:30p  PraiseMakers rehearsal 
   6:30p  Wee Praise rehearsal 
   6:30p  Munckins rehearsal 
   7:00p  Church Council 
   7:00p  AA 
   7:15p  Chancel Choir rehearsal 
   7:15p   Cantata rehearsal 
 
Friday, December 22, 2017 
   7:00p     NA 
 
Saturday, December 23, 2017 
   8:30a    AA  
   8:30a   Orchestra rehearsal 
   7:00p   Christmas Eve Eve 
 
Sunday, December 24, 2017 
  10:00a   Children’s Improv Nativity  
  11:15a   Coffee Fellowship 
    7:00p   Christmas Eve Candlelight service 
    9:00p   Christmas Eve Candlelight service 
 
Monday, December 25, 2017 – Office Closed 
                                                        Merry Christmas! 
 
Sunday December 31, 2017 
   10:00a  Combined Christmas Service 
  

 

NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS – Starting Monday, November 20, 2017, the church office will be 
open during the following hours. Monday – 12:00p–2:30p, and Tuesday to Friday 9:00a–2:30p 


